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DRIVE AND MECHANISM IN ABNORMAL
BEHAVIOR

In an earlier lecture, when the course of the modern
movement in psychology was being traced, interest in
abnormal mental conditions was mentioned as one of
the streams that have contributed in an important way
to the general movement. The modern tendency has
been to get away from the speculative consideration of
mental affairs, and to follow the lead of the other
sciences in basing conclusions upon observed and re-
corded facts. Abnormal mental conditions offer a great
mass of facts for observation, and the need of taking
account of these facts, in any adequate treatment of
mental life, has been one of the forces driving psychol-
ogy to the scientific attitude. When this mass of facts
first began to be presented to the consideration of
psychologists, they were inclined to reject it as some-
thing lying outside their proper sphere. Psychology,
they asserted, was concerned with the normal workings
of the mind, and had best keep itself clear of the ab-
normal, lest it become confused by what are certainly
very puzzling phenomena, and, in trying to embrace
the abnormal in its view, fail to get a clear vision of
either normal or abnormal. But this attitude of opposi-
tion could not be maintained in the face of the enormous
accumulation of data resulting from the ever-increasing
study of abnormal mentality by the physician.